
 DEFENSE ORIENTATION CONFERENCE ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 1294, Centreville, Virginia 20122 

703.451.1200 / email: doca@doca.org 

Dear DOCA Member: 

Please accept this as a brief review of the recent DOCA Conference that was held in Los Angeles and Santa 

Barbara during the week of March 27, 2022.  A formal report will be prepared by the scribe, Lynn Boughey, 

and made available to you shortly.  Forty-six (46) members and guests including Bruce Burda made the trip. 

The conference started Sunday evening at the Hyatt Regency Hotel at LAX with a cocktail party where old 

friends met and new members and guests were introduced.  

Monday, all boarded the bus for the trip to Los Angeles AFB where we were briefed by the Space Force’s 

Space Systems Command (SSC).  Amazing to see the difference 5 years makes.  In 2017 our visit to LAAFB 

and the Air Force’s Space and Missile Systems Command (SMC) was a bare bones event, and the USSF 

wasn’t even a plan.  Now, the USSF and the SSC are concerned with the Battlespace which involves 

satellites in Geostationary Earth Orbits, Medium Earth Orbits and Low Earth Orbits, not counting thousands 

of space debris interfering with all satellites, both ours and peers.  The day closed with a briefing by the 

Aerospace Corporation (a non-profit corporation that provides technical support for space operations for 

the military and private corporations), a STEM outreach briefing by the AF and a briefing on the history of 

SSC.  Once we finished, the bus and local DOCA members driving their cars then departed LA and drove to 

the Hilton Santa Barbara Beachfront Hotel. 

Tuesday found DOCA visiting Vandenberg SFB.  DOCA received briefings from Space Launch Delta 30 

(responsible for space launches from the West Coast), 576th Flight Test Squadron (tests operational Minute 

Man III intercontinental ballistic missiles to see if they work – they do, 99.6% of the time), and Delta 1 

(training).  DOCA then visited Space Launch Complex-6, a launch complex used by the United Launch 

Alliance via bus, and then received a briefing at the Vandenberg SF Museum. 

On Wednesday, DOCA visited the Navy at Naval Base Ventura County.  Security was tightened because 

NBVC hosts top secret research components.  An explosive detection dog inspected the bus and DOCA 

members had to provide both a driver’s license and Social Security Number to enter the installation.  

Briefings were received from NAVAIR Warfare Center Operations, Facilities Engineering, Surface Warfare 

Center and the Navy’s only underway replenishment school.  Last, DOCA viewed and received a briefing 

about a mobile, yet unmanned, Spruance Class destroyer that when underway at 10 – 12 knots was used to 

test shipboard defenses against incoming aircraft and anti-ship missiles.  (It still floats and showed no signs 

of damage!)  Lastly, members with their cars returned home and the bus returned to LAX for other 

members to fly home. 

I feel the conference went very well and met the standard established by prior conferences.  Next, DOCA 

will go to Canada during the week of June 26 and will visit our embassy in Ottawa, Canadian government 

departments and military installations in Kingston and Trenton. 

Best wishes, 

Garry Hubert 

President, DOCA 


